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By email only 
 
Alison Harris MSP 
Chair of the Pension Trustees of the 
Scottish Parliament Pension Scheme 

c/o Clerk to the Committee 
Room T3.40 

The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

 (RNID Typetalk calls welcome) 
Tel: 0131 348 5249 

ecclr.committee@parliament.scot  
 

10 December 2020 
 
Dear Alison, 

Scottish Parliament Pension Scheme 
 
I am writing in relation to the Committee’s scrutiny of the Scottish Parliament’s 
duty as a public body, under the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009, to help 
contribute to the reduction of carbon emissions, to act sustainably and to adapt 
to a changing climate. The Committee previously wrote to you, on this issue, in 
2017. 
 
The Committee took evidence on the Scottish Parliament’s environmental 
performance from its Chief Executive, David McGill, its Environmental 
Manager, Maureen Lynch and its Group Head of Resilience and Sustainability, 
Lynsey Hamill, on 17 November 2020. 
 
At that meeting, the Committee raised the issue of whether the Scottish 
Parliament has considered the MSP pension fund and divestment from high 
carbon fossil fuel investments. Following that evidence session, it agreed that I 
should write to you in your position as Chair of Pension Trustees of the Scottish 
Parliamentary Pension Scheme. 
 
The Committee would be interested to know what further consideration the 
Trustees have given to the choice of investments made on its behalf by its fund 
manager, Baillie Gifford, specifically: 
 

• whether any high carbon fossil fuel investments are held within the 
funds managed by Baillie Gifford and if so, whether the Trustees 
have suggested divestment from such stocks? 

• If and how Baillie Gifford has ensured that the investments made 
are in neutral or low carbon activities? 

• Whether the Trustees have considered investment in the Baillie 
Gifford sustainable investment fund 
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• If this has not been chosen as an appropriate fund, why that is the 
case?   

• What would need to change in order for this fund to be selected?  
 
The Committee would welcome a response to these questions by Friday 18 
January 2021. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Gillian Martin MSP 
Convener 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 


